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most experienced climbers and the only two who
had previously known the Himalaya. So they
returned to the main camp.
With the return journey to India we need not
trouble. Under Howard Bury's leadership the
objects of the Expedition had been fully attained.
Besides finding the way up the mountain the whole
Everest region had been mapped, and a particular
survey had been made of the immediate neighbour-
hood of the mountain. A geological survey had
also been made, and the natural history studied
and specimens collected. And within a year of
the Expedition starting from Darjiling a book
was published containing the reports and maps
ready for the use of the second Expedition.
The foundation was well and truly laid ; and
the two succeeding Expeditions fully acknowledged
their indebtedness to the good work put in by this
first Reconnaissance.